Delta lll 8930 Intro Version

Delta Ill was an expendable launch vehicle made by McDonnell Douglas (later acquired by
Boeing). Development was cancelled before the vehicle became operational. The vehicle was
being developed from the highly-successful Delta Il to help meet the launch demand of larger
satellites. The first Delta Ill launch was on August 26, 1998. [4] Of its three flights, the first two were
failures, and the third, though declared successful, reached the low end of its targeted orbit range
and carried only a dummy (inert) payload. The Delta lll could deliver up to 3,810 kg (8,400 Ib) to
geostationary transfer orbit, twice the payload of its predecessor, the Delta Il. Under the four-digit
designation system from earlier Delta rockets, the Delta Il is classified as the Delta 8930.

Delta Il would only fly three times. The first two launches, both carrying live satellites, ended in
failure. The third and final launch, carrying a dummy payload, was only partially successful after
the RL-10B second-stage engine shut down prematurely. After commercial interest declined, the
Delta Ill program was officially ended in 2003. Boeing then transitioned their focus to the new
Delta IV rocket, which was much more capable than Delta Ill.

Multiple Delta lll rockets were already built and would have been unused, but they were
cannibalized for parts for both Delta Il and Delta IV.
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